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one o(- 4V\£ft 4V\«w^r -fo^e-mer / So muck -rtm.e $ effort-//^ 
guf -there Seems +,, be Some folki around here i/JVu> £r 
g.fcflti* ( ca^e. There have been rnore shows around 
Vvere^ -h?o / t*/f+fi $o(nt real 4-errr^c IocaJ W«U. Sd^c 
Un<U an? ^ne ... ( 0««rtM«i, fYUrtuffi"*r*i, p.W.A-k.*)^ ' 
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TeHM Momc/rcaU^ CoMrol? S1lo SiKCH #2 (LftRPlMTE^lA / 
CA- ^?0|?. Let* sxe^-Bongj here ii\ S\£. are t^Uy look; fly 
Up.(We Cyrvived ^Ue eArt^aMfce i) /)/*on^f- many many f<£ 
jocat $fo<-e$ 4Ka* have close/... PEgF kRoovE - ge^ PS^ 
remain* open... and Tna+- rYi^?me H<Wy I (iv](The, 
economy Vv^ fr'ted many oVUer small bvtintsset t>ufABu+- 
PEEP GfcOOV^ 4« fat 4S £m concerned If -fKfi O^JiV «I*T6 

shRe'in+pwA. -Thu Tf$ve 0f- 5.L. will be: mvck ir^e 4^e. 
f;rvf Hive^^buf ma^be a l;H-(e lef/ polr+ic^l an^/ 
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-h Vttf b&ow£ retocds — -fac cetocA sh>re 4^+r e^e^ 



Ko\a5 P<jn¥- SKowS 4Ue^e s<?meV»mes '. -ftfltjWj, if^rever 

Mo\; are^ ^: Kope \jo^ tiKe Tf .>. wn>c -^ rne u»\^\ 

comment, feedbactd. (Address *\ bacK cover.) ^Hr*~ 

*\i>»9- o w /\ z;ne. 5+a^-h ^. band, fi Ave fvfl doFn^ T"f/^* 




The l V ee ^°° sc/ ' 
piece ©a pj: ' 

gi^ Voopooim Haiti, 
^^oHFi?^ fHote* 
^^e^ ^Horw -the 5.g. 

T HIC^ ^UCf fhofo^ 
ewfresy ^ ot^ m y 

^ # flit OTKf /«- Photo; 







IT seems 
£+firt<£ -bo end 
jhis,+ke second 
issue of OAy "z-rnS/ 
liui+k -Wis m/offi 

m — +* 



^SSlj V* ' A N beSf ^offiS ive 

^y», ; a he^rd ...we ovsr 

\ '; ••■* *-;, ^ remember ■{*> be. 



To be nobody-but-myself 
— in a world which is 
doing its best, night and 
day, to make you 
everybody else — means 
to fight the hardest battle 
which any human being 
can fight, and never stop 
fighting. 
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?a<je, I. Sanftx Barbara R^porf- ^ 
P5.5 ^Aovlnfe Sucks.' -^6> 
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P. |0, 10 Tllinfel +d Jo ^^ f^EE" frv s,g. T 
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Wel^ here 14- f$ 4te {£a-, n r\Tr\& oP <a ijeu/ yefl& and 
Xrn g-Kll m Sarvhx parbactk do<n$ pretty wwch 
44\e same o\ } 4HTn<}|. y<?p. © 
Lo+i Ka5 c%han&ed he^e oi/e£ 4Ke h^-P 
yea£. The AnACon^A Weaker closed <>s 
door J fi>r good. A r\o<\Me(Z l/£nv<2 down >4ke cirtfiA. 
Xa 4V\e pAS-t-, or mi6wrVe brttKed 4nd 
onoa^ed Abou-h how lame if is 4h#f 4hec€ 
<a*eaV -iw? many good placer -h? have show 5, 
bo f- r\o^ now. Tvus ft 2°^^ ^ 6°°^ W^rt 
■fa c$&\H ?+■ ou>r selves. Tn&te have been 
&. few ShtftvS 4f +he 6o|e+j\ Valley (Vim- 
unF+y £eAt£r ^nd alio 4+- Bv*+€rb pizzA 
»n £o|e+A (P«p'+« 4Ke pefp^9<** <**- 4*e R.£.L. sViouj^) 
X Saw 4te LflS J cowkiftLf +her€ and had a. c&tzy 
4re<vr +,"me. In ^3, 3: Acscweecd <k -tet&cftc 
)Hl-\e Y\Me<\ platfi called glngL They donf adver4 I ze / 
There j no s^n above +Ue doo£. #nd Tti not - 
yac^ed full of a. bi//vch of idro-ts"/ :Phf oFP 
-Vwe m«»A streets' £ WniJhsA cuH-h lovely AOftiAg&tfy 
-rtv%PV- shop de«>r. rets dwrdecf Tnio -two rooms. 



What is it ? 

It's out of tune. It's loud. It's a way of life. It's 
just music. It's silly, serious. It's something I can't 
shake. Laughter. Sarcasm. Creativity. Born out of 
boredom. It's pain. It's joy. It's anger. It's angst. It 
is exclusive and inclusive at the same time. 
Serendipity. Spontenaeity. It's insanity. It's 
inspiration. It 's moving. It smells like sweat, 
bodies, beer, smoke, garlic, soda pop, fruit, hair 
and bubble gum. It's hapshod. It's scrappy. It's 
crooked and noisy. It's relief. It's motivational. It's 
a blast. Rebellious. Obnoxious. Free. It's catchy. 
It's slapphappy. It's a great big dogpile! It's a 
movement. It's a song. It's warm & fuzzy. It's cold 
and prickly. It's stinky. It's something from 
nothing. It's mine. It's yours. It's ours. 

It's undefinable, 

But it's lovely. 
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DISASTER BEFORE DAWN 




urcp -p ?/)#*$**&, 

^1" THtf ouf was 
HMEg/t.M * to 5flY the: 
IffAST/ -j: ui/e fw a 
SHA^y H oyS £ on 
Lime woope^ STf^T- 

6A5" UN6f fb(L1H£ 
ON£ GA< <ZTf\V0fJ 
THM" wM OpEKJ 

DowMtowAJ, vojth peopt^ p^H/ot tHieP- tfl^f ir WAS c&ftVf. 

wee*, was j>Affia*£P i*°. (§) EAfcmquAees /)iSo ff£iw6 
dur tH6 ve£y gesr « "*He ^Y wo£st /m Pe-oPue-.THAr 
WAS gvipewr HERE /M f.8. Bur lifet Goer o^... amp 
fpg. -iwe rviofr pflier llPr tie^r At LeAsr, 1o rtiitts 
NofcrH oF L.fl. ft ' gftCP- Tt> HJD^mflL.^oT Jofo^t.A... 
IT is said THflr THe^e /\^e 4 Senses Iaj 
Los Angles' : Pfcwfrtfr, Riors, fifce S zMxHtyf\£€£ . 
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The ba<^ rootA k h>r £\ I ove^r onl^. 0? 

:Cf h*i a pc*?l -fabte, good bee^ £ a ncate 
bar?. tCf£ Ir^e bem6 a-h ck small party fn 
£o<v\tonz's 0dra^e / cuTfM p/en+y of coochtf 
and cozy chains in da£K comets so you 
oky\ Sni/^le op -fa V ou ^ SWefifre and Smooch J 
The fronl" foonn fc <?ufte \ovnq&4blc -\qo / 
\)o\- fnoee w^k & coo\ G^ndcms \\ouse* ~fee\... 
Wt(Lt you can $\t amonb \W$ wan decot^, 
(k fate FiHepute, and hu^e JowaJ £ee f/o^a- 
po£fe££ whti£ i>»ppm5 -^A o£ coPfee 4- 
(nvnch\f\& or\ Pop t4rtf, dm6 don 6^ o^_ 
+w»n^Tex .'©S©naeH%«*& fc^- Z\ieeyt>c\e L^eeUTtf! 
Elsiei" opens* fl-Habo^ 4 p/^ mds+- nr4ht£ 
An^l li? located pn De U ^e^£^ around -Hi^^ 
do<ene£ from Deep 6tfcw£ feco£dS. Bu4- hey I pori+ 
-fell too many people dammif ! 
V "Speatrng of Deep Groove ; Cooqccdvkhoft* 

•h> dhl^cK OaA hi 5 W/iPe, Who in OT3 becarrid 

ff^sf 4rme pzoud parentx ^ ^ bouncPt\& 
babtj boy! So buy aK v 001 ^- cnwi ca\ -freoft 
ouiy cky Veep 6roove and ^ppor^ u moivf- P^P' 7 
bv/nn^5/esl Scrtw -Hie bra chatKi musrc SWer ! 

V£ J? is dllJo 4Ke ^ear -m^f Santa Barb^r^- 
G>or- a NtW (vva^oe. who IcnoiAJ^ whfl+ 4hrs 
wTl\ bf'm(» -h? An ^M?n5 crfy m hoi? u govern ^errr 1 ' 
^eems +o b€/ pro-b»3 bu$rnes/ ^n4 d^uelopmen-K 
Smce recent elections fates (WKjojl enviornnoenfel 
Concerns* [r(c€ -the <Je\/e{opm6 oP c^^ |asf- pre- , 
crot/3 coa^Hme (fhe W<(u>x pcoftrty, Eliwood Shores, 
ar\d oil itkfi£e.k\<\i> m o«/>e. channel.' Thege 
already waJ a hu^e oil spill m OKiofiaJ, 
ferilrni* -thousand J of b?Adr < oiM£(L sea irPtf. 
Xtk only a mailed oA -H»ne before 1W+ htffeos 

feel; buf Come-K/nex T+- J€e<w So -ft/Kie . © 
c/lu/A/6, jtt Pf i MMmfisl: \io sooner had 4^e cTfy 
un\/ewed TTI c^ppy new gene^rc founf^/n 
TA De L^ 6u€ri^ pldza., when Someone pulled ;x Q 
gR-IUlftfJ -r fc&fiK and mounted ^ glr+ferin^ r\ 
rzA bcxvlrn^ b^l 1 on jef of- 4he s-Mucfvrc* ©U 



Connors said the bail was glued du< . tria 'i glue 
to a stainless steel decorative d .?£'!! did a pretty good job. 

sissfiisssa aSwtf* "°* " 
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'And when they started doing rock videos, the medium turned 
visual-if your'c on a major label, you can't do a song unless you can 
think of a film to go with it, which is ridiculous, it's so ass- 
backwards. It's a n advertisement for music th at is no longer music."- 
Richard Meltzer ~ 
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X +houghf If u/aj flnsaf ! Thene used tx> 6e 4frtr 
-W(r;fcc sfatue oP Krn6 (Zarlof HT . every day 
4h€££ we&£ all So£fS o£ char*cf££S han6?n£> 
AH- 4-h£££, homeless, pu(\Y-$, ar+rs+s, mosrcroins, oft 
}ui-t weycdot, ar\d every day the £m& Carlos $>tatve 
W4? decorated and defiled in <* ne^ & creative way. 
He wort pape& bagf over his head, wom^^ par/Kef, 
vdrroi/j clo-Miei fc hahr, -Htief paper, AwrhtuG ! 
EVery ef^y Somebody would derrora-f-e him toTf^t 
SonAe4^Tn6 new. 3-+ was aluj^yf tyi ferertrhe, a^d 
U5va/l^ knny. UKU, -VHe Cf+y deeded 4h«f the p/<tz<\ 
MU <an eyesore and needeM remote I ''iig.fTKfi rrch 
+ovrrshr drdab- if ice rf- x guerr.) So fcrng ^arfoj tttr 
\^as" -taken awA^ and #ie p/a"za was boarded op 
fo& Qvi+e a. Ion*? 4ivn£-T>ien we gof 4his "new 
& improve^/ " plaza wiMa 4Ue. br^ ufify W/i-tain . 
So faiL t people have been dttorat\r\b 4^e -fci/ntew 
-hx> ! fiaf tht bowlfnfe bflll y 4hen Someone spraypawted 
M $}- oATf.Then a f©amin6 mix oP s-H"nfcm6 tesces H{ 
and b^elS ia/4* /otW bv&b(™6 in 4Ue k/fl*-<2£ o£ ^j 
-fht foi/rt+ttfrt. TKen soa.f> b^bbfe*". Who fcnei*)* uAmf'll be, 
ne*K..M- Let- -tye P^nKC Continue.". Law* ui/e- 
Tomfoolery a.r\d pl««j fulness !! (iwl c^py act- of- tovne!) 

WhCrt -the bou)lm6 
ball was ft«+~ 
irjcoven:^ 4^t loo* I 
newspaper asfce^ pe^ie 

OprmonS/feteA* or\ ^^ 
Should -f-o^ -liit fwtfftil 
£0 x drew/ in crayons 
<K floppy fribi4e -b 
4vie ry\yc4€rw praics-tertr 
who puf 4he reel 
boulm^ |pa(( i>p. 
To my svrpnte, tUt 
paftit printed Ony 

Sheryl J HCtr lifcf Santa Barbara wants the red bowflngbacK as V^ — Sloppy (Ara<*/lY\4 { WIOW • 
the crowning grace of our new fountain?! always appreciate a Z ill J\Di/0flU*\P<r 4-L.P 

well-thought out and enterprising prank ... especially H It Is Pv-r' [ lt/vc/ triCl".*, TVVK- 

clfy removed 4-Ke /C\ 
goujim& Bciir. Owelty 




asthetlcally pleasing." 
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"Home" means alot to me. It's my sanctuary, my private 
place where I can reatreat from the world, my castle. I've 
moved all over Southern California while growing up. I've 
lived in tons of places.. .but the Santa Rosa Ave. house was 
the best. We lived there for a long time, about 3 1/2 years. 
It was a run down shabby old dump that I loved. My room 
was very comfortable. I painted the window sills green and 
the closet too. The back of my door had all my favorite 
quotes written on it in thick black marker, just like 
Seymour's door in Salinger's "Franny and Zooey". My 
silly stuff adorned every foot of that room. It was truly my 
place. The roomates in that house were great too, like a 
family, sorta. 

Our Christmas lights outside stayed up year-round, for at 
least 2 years. Our neighbors hated us. There were always 
dirty dishes in the sink, and bicycles in the living room. 
We got broken into a whole bunch of times, and they 
robbed us blind, but even that didn't ruin the all around 
comfort of the place. It was just plain comfy! 

One day last May, I decided to build a giant treehouse 
in our big tree in the backyard. From up in that tree, the 
views were magnificent, you could see the ocean and the 
mountains. My brother came over and helped me. We got 
all this free scrap wood from the local lumber shops and we 
went to work on it. We had grand visions. 

8 hours of hard sweaty work, ants and sap later, I came 
in from the backyard to check my mail, in the pile was a 
suspicious looking envelope addressed to Greg, (the "dad" 
of our house.) I picked it up and examined it. Strange, but 
somehow I just knew that it was an eviction notice. My 
heart sank. The house had sold and the new owners were 
to move in. There was nothing we could do. I was so 
unprepared, physically, financially, and emotionally, to 
move... yet we had no choice. The job was huge! It was 
like we had to dismantle the entire house. Amazing how 
much crap you can accumulate over the years! and it was 
so sad going through it all. 
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LONDON: The King Mob Group entered Selfridgc's Department 
stores, with one of thier number dressed like Santa Claus, who 
toured the store, giving away free gifts from the stock on display and 
wishing everyone a Merry Christmas. Soon afterwards, shoppers 
were witness to the edifying spectacle of policemen arresting Father 
Christmas and snatching toys back from small chilrdren' -IT 

%\\o^ vvJT-r- j <xa4 clu£Trt6 4V\e -ffcrp nr had 4Ve. please 

Op C£\HWiY)b <K ChOto ^ &>\\ft\<Kt\ S-h ^ridl 0\eeKYl6 Of> 

Qj'ifh Some vetf-Y deafc ftfrend/ of rcf\ae. Uje we#e 
UuMV^in^ <\\on$ -VUe ftAilmd -\t-acks beki*i4 (Silm^A sh. 
Ana £)cf1o£in&. X" raw <k woodCA Co 9 fro - shaped boX 
wrHv wrFHAfc oa T*" ia *VWtc£ \>[afe ma£l<E£ 4Va> s-ard : 
B j£ * +ve band, aoV- \kt le^e. " aad Vg&y'<- Sox * 
-(iie£e w^ * ftrtvTirA^- 4&aw?n6 o£ <\ pvnk gvyoA 
*Ut hoy: ... Um... jrfrM? ^£>&V Sckm ^ x>m f Uj e )T>A ? 

glved__j ooh> 
1Kt, $Tdt of- 

^ WAi %H 

©The fcvy vJho 
iwfa-fe ft Am 

•Hva*- mode rwe 
pr^f Tn my 
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It happened in my "old house one night a long time ago. It 
pwas late, and we were coming home from work to relax with 
a bottle of red wine. Ted was in the bathroom, and I was 
walking into my room, when I felt a strange feeling... eyes 
upon me. (!) I glanced straight up to my bedroom window, 
and through the rungs of the blinds, I saw a guy's face 
smashed up against my window!!! I screamed 
instantaneously, at the top of my lungs, surprising even 
^myself with my reaction. The glass in my hand went flying. 
We grabbed a flashlight and the closest weapon-type thingy .'] 
we could find, which was one of my roomate's golf clubs. 
We ran outside to catch the guy, but he was GONE. (So 
many such episodes with intruders happened at the old 
house, we got ripped off so many times. I wonder if it was 
the same person?) This was the only time we actually SAW 

iyone...and it was pretty damned SCARY to look right bacK 
fnto strange eyes peering inat you in your own bedroom! !!So| 
/e went back into the house and locked all the doors. Ted 
/ent to sleep, but I stayed up late, drinking red wine, reading' 
|Xbsolutely Zippo, and getting all nostalgic and mushy about 

article Larry Livermore wrote about the Push Ups, 
.that is no more. .^8K^Ba,*jiti 









After that, I bopped around quite a bit, doing a "couch 
tour" for awhile and then moving into various other places 
and neighborhoods that were not happy or comfy at all. For 
2 months I had my own apartment downtown in the white- 
trashiest most crazy hell heap! The rent was crazy 
expensive and I had to constantly battle the army of 
cockroaches. There was a most offensive stench that used 
to waft up to my apartment every day from below, 
something unidentifiable, that I had never smelled before. 
It was foul and it made me wonder if the downstairs 
neighbors were concealing a corpse or two. Now I have a 
room in a nice house back up on the Mesa in sorta the 
same area as the Santa Rosa house. It's cozy enough, but 
it lacks the character that the old house had. It's not a 
dump, moving to me, at least that one time, was a 
nightmare. Nothing seemed the same afterward. My world 
had changed. I was uprooted again. Arrrgghhh. 

Sometimes, when I'm in the neighborhood, I drive by 
the old house just to look at it. The new owners have really 
"fixed" it up... ah hell, there's grass where the dirt used to 
be. There are shades on the windows. The neighbors must 
be relieved, they probably sent out the welcome wagon! 
heh heh, oh well. 
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Sa<\+a Barbara |^ 

Every city has it's street characters, and Santa Barbara 
is no exception. I've seen lots of em come and go and they 
add that little bit of color to the town. Some of them have 
gone now, and I'll really miss seeing them around town, 
like the guy who used to rollerblade around in the pink 
tights and tutu. He was amazing! He used to stop traffic 
doing pirouettes and fancy ballet moves. He was really into 
it and he was really pretty good too. The funny thing of it 
was, he was this rather large masculine looking guy with 
long blonde hair. It was quite a sight. Does anybody know 
what happened to him? 

Then there was the wide-eyed old alcoholic who once 
stopped me as I was leaving Espresso Roma,(he was a 
fixture in the old De La Guerra plaza) "Hey! Can you spare 
some change? I'm not gonna shit you... I need a JUG!!!" I 
gave him a whole dollar and his face lit up. "Miss, you can 
have the first pull!", he said. I heard later that he had died 
in the streets from alcoholism. I heard also that he was only 
something like 35 years old! Shit, he looked about 70. 

Then there is "Rock-n-Roll". I would always see this guy 
around town with a giant boom box on his shoulder, tuned 
in to our shitty local rock station KTYD, blaring. He was 
kinda scruffy and he wore big sunglasses. He was always 
smiling and when he'd see you, he would jerk and point 
and snap his fingers and shout "ROCK-n-ROLL!!" He's 
still around. I saw him recently after a long absence, but he 
doesn't carry his boom box around anymore. Wonder what 
happened to it? 

We also have street musicians like Mason B. Mason, 
who always plays his guitar and sings down by the Fiesta 
Five theater on State st. Then there's the bagpipe man. He 
just showed up one day and started playing his bagpipes. 
The sounds of him playing "Amazing Grace" can be heard 
resonating throughout downtown! It's great. Bagpipes are 
just rad anyway. 

Then there's "Al", who comes to the Palace every night 
for his nightly share of muffins. He's got every restaurant 
in town mapped out and whipped, he eats better than any 










The enemy has a fortess. It is a citadel of shallow commerce' 
built with suspended steel and molded concrete. It isjwrapped 
in neon lights, reflecting glass, and buffered from the outside 
world by miles of square asphalt, white lines, and 
phosphorescent lights. The shopping mall looms... not pofsSL 
to stike, but nonetheless poised to kill, slowly. It sits patientl^ 
confidently, knowing that they -the consumers- will come 
weaponless, as addicts, victims, or suckers.. .whatever you 
want to call them. The Beverly Center, the Century City 
Plaza, the West Side Pavillion... these exist so that people will 
be incomplete. They are the ideology of consumer culture laia^ 
bare, writ large in it's most precise terms. They come from a 
culture that says "Consume because you cannot create. Buy, 
because it is your duty. Spend, because there is nothing else." 

We will have our own fortresses. We will take to the 
trees, like Italo Calvino's Baron. It is fitting that treehouses are 
usually built by kids.. .because kids still have the instinct, the 
will to live. They know how to climb, how to hide, how to 
fight, how to build, how to leap from branch to branch, how 
to venture higher. They know how to let their creativity run 
around wild and give people flat tires. We will follow them to 
the best trees, and with them, launch the first water balloons. 

In the trees we will leave them behind. We will build 
what we live on... we won't buy it from someone else or pay 
someone to make it. We will let them keep their Broadways, 
their B. Dal ton Booksellers and their Nordstom's. We will 
throw rocks at Mr. Graves as he picks at the dog bones of his 
death culture. We will get scrapes and bruises and cuts. Sap 
will fall on our arms, unnoticed. But we will draw, and we will 
write songs, and we will make up new codes and languages. 
We will smoke corncob pipes and talk with the birds. We will 
steal kisses, and send knowing looks, and we will begin 




• And now for something different... 

tf^ The best thing to come along since Trick or Treating, is .Ghoul Brynner , 
▼ They are a local band that doesn't play all that often, but if you get the 
g chance to catch 'cm... by all means. DO IT! They are comprised by some of 
fy the guys that work at Sound Advice in Santa Barbara. I guess the best way to 

describe their music is "spook-a-billy", sort of a cross between the Stray Cats 
pi and the MUNSTERS. But the real amazing thing about this band is their live 
&0 shows. They have a huge bass cello, an old fashioned electric chair on the 

stage, along with other creepy props, and midway through the show, they 
■2 have been known to whip out a chainsaw, chase a "victim" around the / 

room, and saw into his belly, with entrails and guts flying out everywhere! 

They also hack on a log, drill into pumpkins and squashes with an electric 

drill, But that's not even the best of it... they do covers of Van Halen's "Aint 

talkjn' bout love", the Munsters theme and others. I love this band with the 

flaming intensity of a thousand suns!!!! 
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EVERYONE 
POOPS 

ByTaroGomi 



The DtH*^ 




pouitf w weumps 

My favorite book as of late, is 

a children's book actually, it's 
called EVERYONE POOPS! 
(Kane/Miller,$11.95)Itisa 
book for children who are potty 
training, but I loved it! It has 
pictures of just about every kind 
of animal, including us humans, 
in the act of taking a crump!!! 
How splendid! And it goes so 
far as to show the different sizes ^ r 
and shapes of the doody too! ft) 



More travel bits... 



If your'e ever in Albuquerque, New Mexico, make sure you stop 
at the FRONTIER restaurant. It's like stepping back into time, you 
can get good hot food at 1950's prices, and it's a cool place to kick 
back. Lots o' folks just hanging out. Three huge rooms, with lots of 
booths to sit in. Plus, for 15 cents, you can get a Frontier restaurant f( 
post card with a picture of a plastic cinnamon roll & a cup of Java on 
a red & white tablecloth! < < ' < f ff 





homeless man anywhere! He comes to the door and says 
"hello", just to make his presence known, then he goes 
back outside and waits patiently for one of the workers to 
come out with his bag of muffins. It's automatic, he doesn't 
even need to ask. Every time I give him muffins, he nods 
nervously and says "Nice earrings..." to me. Every time! 
When I'm not wearing any, he gets flustered and walks 
away!!! 

Then there is the towel man, who not only wears towels, 
but keeps with him at all times, a neat and nicely folded 
pile of towels. I don't know what his story is. I heard a 
story of how he used to be a doctor or something, but I 
don't know how valid that is. One thing's for sure, he is 
always very clean looking, never dirty. 

Some people are more creative than others, and the 
"Bike contraption guy" is one of those. He has this 
remarkable vehicle, as large as a small truck, all 
constructed on a foundation of bicycles bound together. 
There's a huge basket chair hanging in the middle, rags and 
cushions and palm fronds and such. It looks like some 
medieval carriage that a frog prince would ride in. It's 
wonderful! I like seeing all these characters with their 
p\ versions of expression. It gives me a sense of community, 
somehow, makes me feel at home, like the town is a little 
bit smaller. 
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THINGS THAT BUG ME. 

At school the other day, I saw a girl wearing a t-shirt that read "silly 
faggot, dicks are for chicks!". I was really appalled. First of all,she 
was insulting herself with the derogatory "chicks", and secondly, the 
pure unabashed cruelty and stupidity of the statement made me feel 
sick to my stomach. She must've thought it was funny. I have a very 
broad and encompassing sense of humor, I think everything is fanny, 
but it didn't make me laugh. It stuck with me all day, and the more 
I thought about it, it just made me feel sorry for her. 

During that same day, the message-power of t-shirts struck me 
again when I saw a black man wearing a shirt that said "Black By 
Popular Demand". It struck me that if a white guy were to wear that 
same shirt but it said "White By Popular Demand", that person would 
instantly be considered a racist, and would probably get the shit 
kicked out of him before he walked 2 blocks! Just an observation, or 
a thought, rather, not an argument for white or black, (or purple, 
green or blue). Granted, white people have etched out a horrible 
history of oppression and bigotry and cruelty, but if we stopped 
categorizing and labeling everyone, maybe this would start to change? 
Why are we so separate? I like the shirt better that says "Love Sees 
No Color". In the end, all blood runs red. That may sound cliche, like 
pop-culture propaganda, but it's not . At least I don't mean it that 
way. We're all human. Are we really so different'? 
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